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Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: 


WIA = Wounded in action 
IIA - Injured in action 


N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 
FUO - Fevers of undetermined origin 
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Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of "annual rates 
per thousand men" are conventionally used in 
medical statistics and reporting. They serve 
the purpose of basing observations on a common 
time-period. Most annual rates in this report 
are based on observation of a month-long period; 
such rates can be converted to rough percent— 
ages for the month by dividing them by 120. 


Crude Death Rates: 


This term applies to deaths from all causes 


among the entire army in the theatre, as 
distinct from death rates specific for cause, 


age, risk, and so on. 
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HEALTH OF U. S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 
December 19) 
1. NON-EFFECTIVENESS 


The non-effective rate declined, although the estimated rate for November (3.9%) was 
higher than the corrected rate (3.7%). The estimated non-effective rate for December 
of 4.6% is based upon reports from approximately 80% of theatre strength. 


2. ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 


The admission rate to sick report for November decreased over that for October. The 
corrected rate was considerably lower than the predicted rate because of the inclusion 
of FEAF and remaining Sixth and Eighth Army reports. The low rate for November is partly 
explained by the movement of large bodies of troops to combat areas. The estimated rate 
for December indicates an increase. There were increases in rates for Diarrheal Diseases, 
Fever of Undetermined Origin and Dengue. A comparison of corrected November rates with 
estimated December rates for the other communicable diseases reveals no significant changes. 


3. DEATHS 


The crude death rate showed a marked increase during November due entirely to increas- 
ing numbers killed in action and dying of battle wounds. The death rates for disease 
and non-battle injuries decreased. 


h. EVACUATIONS 


There were marked increases in evacuation rates for the month of November for the 
following: Dermatitis; Battle Casualties and Sequelae; Psychoneurosis, and Other condi- 
tions, All. The evacuation rates showed increases for all other causes. There was an 
increase for those boarded and awaiting evacuation to the United States. There were 66) nit 
air evacuations to the United States during the month of November. 7 


5. HOSPITAL BEDS 


There was a decrease in the number of hospital beds under construction. T/O beds 
occupied in the bases decreased. There was an increase in vacant beds caused by the 
transfer of hospital facilities fran Army to USASOS in the Philippines. Total beds 
— for M-1 operations was 7900, while vacant beds available in the bases numbered 

963. 


6. DENTAL ADMISSIONS AND TREATMENTS 


Dental attendance in general has shown a gradual decrease in this theatre, reaching 
the lowest rate to date in October, 19). There are several reasons for this decrease. 
There has been both a relative and an absolute decrease in dental officers. There has 
been difficulty in distribution of dental supplies and there have been increased movements 
of units with increasing members of units engaged in combat. The bulk of the treatments 
have fallen on the Base dispensaries, Base laboratories and hospital facilities due to 
the temporary nature of the dental installations in combat organizations. However, re- 
gardless of difficulties encountered in this theatre, each dental officer has accomplished 
greater amounts of work. Thus, it is felt that adequate dental care has been given and 
maintained and that rates for the theatre have been equal, if not slightly higher, to 
those for the combined overseas commands. 
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LEADING CAUSES OF NONEFFECTIVENESS - NOVEMBER, 1944 
(Based on Reported Conditions) 


Army Personnel Remaining on Sick 
Report per Thousand 
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MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE PER THOUSAND 
Rate Southwest Pacific Area 


DJIFMAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASONDIJIFMAMJJASOND 


(a) Estimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radiographic) 
Weekly Statistical Reports. 
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ADMISSIONS TO SICK REFORT ALL CAUSES 
Rates per Thousand per Annum(4) 


Comparative Admission Rates 
December, Annual Rates per 1000 


(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated monthly 
statistical health reports (WMD 86ab) with the exception of November 1944 
which is based on the weekly abbreviated statistical report. Above rates 
are subject to change upon receipt of late reports. 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT, SWPA 
August, 1942 - December, 1944 inclusive 
Rate Annual Fates per Thousand 


Admissions to Sick Report 


eo emp de PM AM SS JT AS OR DIV MAM FST PG AS ORD 
“942 | 1943 1944 
(a) Based on abbreviated radiographic statistical report. 
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DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA 
‘otal, 1943; 1944 thru November; and November, 1944 
<.4t@ Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand* 
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Cause 
Number Rate Number Rate Number | Rate 
per 1000 per 1000 |per 1000 | 1000 
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Accidents, all 


60 0.320 

EA 0.004 - 
Motorcycles = ~ - 
Railroad 12 0.006 - 
Air Transportation 291 0.601 24 
Water Transportation 4 0.006 - 
Drowning 46 0.524 23 
Burns 4 0.146 8 
Falls 15 0.035 3 
Firearms 58 0.302 21 
Electrocutions 4 0.025 2 
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6 0.019 1 

18 0.472 *= 2 
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* Based on WMD 86ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on receipt of 
late reports. 
«* (Palling trees - 6, Explosions - 7, Judicial - 6, Machinery - 4, Others - 7. 
#ee (3 KIA in September report late; 3 previously reported MIA, 1 May 1944 
1 7 Bo 1944, 1 September 1944; Included only in table "for 1944 thru 
October 


Automobiles 
Street cars 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, SWRPA TO UNITED STATES 


anuary, 1943 - Nov., 1944, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED) AWAITING EVACUATION TO UNITED STATES 


January, 1943 - Nov., 1944, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS BY CAUSE ~ SWFA TO UNITi&D STATES 
Absolute Numbers and kates per Thousand per Annum 7 eo 
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S.W.P.A. MALARIA ATTACK RATES 


1000 Fer 1,000 Fer Annum 
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MALARIA ATTACK RATE SWPA ~- DEC. 1944 


USASOS 


ORO BAY - DOBODURA 
FINSCHHAFEN - SAILDOR 
MILNE BAY - 

LAE - NADZAB 


BIAK - TOEM - WADKE ~ NOEMFOOR 
BOUGAINVILLE - TREASURY - GREEN 
CAPE GLOUCESTER 

SANSAPOR 


MOROTAI 


C- TOTAL CASES R - RATE PER THOUSAND PER ANNUM 
- TOTAL SWPA: NOV. DEC. 
PRIMARY ATTACK RATE 16 16.8 
RECURRENT ATTACK RATE Oo 10.3 
TOTAL 26 27.1 
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STATUS OF HOSPITAL BEDS, SWPA 


es 


Services of Supply 425 (b) 


Par East Air Porce 150 (a) 350 
SIXTH ARMY 4625 (b) 16525 
BIGHTH ARMY sa (b) 4375 


REPL. COM. USAFFE 


(a) Attached - 
(b) Assigned. 
* 2050 Fixed Beds Attached to Sixth Army fran Poa. 
75 Non-Pixed Beds Attached to Sixth Army from POA. 


b. Fixed Hospital Beds by Areas. 
USASOS Bases 
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* 7900 Beds Alerted for M-1 Operation. 
*® 2050 Beds Attached to Sixth army from FOA. 


Bed Status Chart as of 29 Decesber 1944 SECRET 
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SECRET DENTAL TREATMENT 
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PER THOUSAND MEN PER MONTH 


RESTORATIONS 
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SECRET DENTAL ATTENDANCE AND ADMISSIONS 


PER THOUSAND MEN PER MONTH 
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TOTAL ADMISSIONS 
(ROUTINE AND EMERGENCY) 
ROUTINE 113 m7 
ADMISSIONS 104 
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